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His first book.

This book is so well written. It is about the dust bowl days how a family deals with it. A must read.

This is Feike Feikema first book he wrote. He later changed his name to Frederick Manfred

Set in South Dakota during the Dust Bowl, a drifter (Maury Grant) stops at the Thor ranch on his

way west. Things are very rough there during these Depression years, but unlike the Joads in

Steinbeck's GRAPES OF WRATH (which it is often compared to), the Thors stay put and don't light

out for greener pastures in California. Grant stays for a while with the Thors, then leaves. But he's

drawn back finally, more mature for his experiences. Mansfield's style is deliberately very crude in

language and character depiction: for some reason he portrays Grant as an insensitive tough. Other

than this major stylistic flaw, Manfred is good at capturing the nobility of these exhausted but not

defeated people.
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